152                  THE DRAPIER'S LETTERS
would cry out, every night, " Past twelve o'clock; Beware of Wood's halfpence;" it would probably cut off the occasion for publishing any more pamphlets; provided that in country towns it were done upon market-days. For my own part, as soon as it shall be determined, that it is not against law, I will begin the experiment in the liberty of St. Patrick's ; and hope my example may be followed in the whole city. But if authority shall think fit to forbid all writings, or discourses upon this subject, except such as are in favour of Mr. Wood, I will obey as it becomes me ; only when I am in danger of bursting, I will go and whisper among the reeds, not any reflection upon the wisdom of my countrymen ; but only these few words, BEWARE OF WOOD'S HALFPENCE.
I am,
With due Respect,
Your Most Obedient, Humble Servant, J. S.
Deanery House,
Oct. 26, 1724.